;od's Love to fallen Man- 
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Not as the tranſyre ſales 2s the free gift. 
| Werd BO 


1 2 common, and how bitter is the 


. outcry againſt our firſt Parent. for the miſchief 
which he not only brought upon himſelf, but entailed 
upon his lateſt poſterity? It was by his wilful rebellion 
againſt God, That fin entered into the world, By one 
man's difobediencs, as the Apoftle obſerves, the many 
8. wollos, as many as were then in the loins of their fore- 
fathers, were made, or conſtituted finners 2 not only de- 
prived of the favour of God, but alſo of his image; of 
all virtue, righteouſneſs and true holineſs, and ſunk 
partly into the image of the devil, in pride, malice, and 


all other diabolical tempers, partly into the image of 


the brute, being fallen under the dominion of brutal 
Pailions and grovelling appetites. Hence alſo death 
_entered into the world, with all his forerunners and at- 
tendants, pain, ſick neſs, and a whole train of uncaſy, as 
well as ynholy paſſions and tempers. 3 

2. For all this we may thank Adam,“ has echoed 
down from generation to generation, The ſelf- ſame 
Charge has been repeated in every age, and every na- 
tion, where the Oracles of God are known, in which 
alone this grand and important event, has been diſ- 
eovered to the children of men, Has not your heart, 
and probably your lips too, joined in the general 
charge? How few are there of thoſe who believe the 
icriptural relation of the fall of man, that have not en- 
tertained the ſame thought concerning our firſt Parent ? 
Seveiely condemning him through wilſul diſobedience 


* 


io the ſole command of his Creator, 5 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe.” 
| 5 8 · Nay, 


: | | 


75 


1 


3. Nay, it were well if the charge reſted here: but 


it is certain, it does not. It cannet be denied, that it 
frequently glanees from Adam to his Creator. Have 


not thouſands, even. of thoſe that are called Chriſtians, 
taken the liberty to call his mercy, if not his juſtice 
alſo into queſtion, on this very account ? Some indeed 
have done this, a little more modeſtly, in an oblique 
and indirect manner. But others have thrown aſide 


the maſk and aſked, Did not God foreſee, that Adam 


would abuſe his liberty? And did he not know the 
baneful conſequences which this muſt naturally have, 
on all his poſterity ? And why then did he permit that 
diſobedience? Was it not eaſy for the Almighty to 


have prevented it?” He certainly did foreſee the 
whole. This cannot be denied. For known unto God 


are all his works from the beginning of the world. [Ra- 
ther, from all eternity, as the words er aw properly 


ſignify.) And it was undoubtedly in his power to pre- 
vent it: for he hath all power both in heaven and 1 
earth, But it was known to him at the ſame time, that 


it was beſt upon the whole, not to prevent it. He 


knew, that not as the tranſgreſion, ſo the free gift : that 


the evil reſulting from the former, was not as the good 
reſulting from the latter, not. worthy to be gompared 


with it, He ſaw that to permit the fall of the firſt. 
man, was far beſt for mankind in general: that abun- 
dantly more good than evil would accrue to the pof-- 


terity of Adam by his fall: that if in abounded thereby 
over all the earth, yet grace would much more abound : 
yea, and that to every individual of the human race; 
unleſs it was his own choice, By gk 

4. It is exceeding ſtrange that hardly any thing has 
been written, or at leaſt publiſhed on this ſubject: nay, 
that it has been ſo little weighed or underſtood, by the 
generality of Chriſtians : eſpecially conſidering that it 


is not a matter of mere curiolity, but a truth of the. 


deepeſt importance it being impoſlible in any other 
principle, . Bhs 

To aſſert a gracious Providence, 

And juſtify the ways of God with men:“ 
And conſidering withal, how plain this important truth 
is, to all ſenſible and candid inquirers. May the lover 
of men open the eyes of our underſtanding to perceive 


— A 2 clearly, 


OY 


(#2 


clearly, that by the fall of Adam mankind in general 
have gained a capacity, | 5 


F irſt, of being more holy and happy on earth, and 


Secondly, of being more happy in heaven, than other- 


wiſe they could have been. 


1. And, firſt, mankind in general have gained by the 
Fall of Adam, a capacity of attaining more holineſs and 


happineſs on earth, than it would have been poſſible 


For them to attain, if Adam had net fallen. For if 
Adam had not fallen, Chriſt had not died. Nothing 
can be more clear than this: nothing more undeniable : | 
the more thoroughly we conſider the pont, the more 
deeply ſhall we be convinced of it. Unlels all the par- | 
takers of human nature had received that deadly | 
wound in Adam, it would not have been needful for | 
the Son of God to take our nature upon him, Do | 
you not ſce, that this was the very ground of his 
coming into the world? By one man fin entered into the 


Cot 


world, and death by fin. And thus death paſſed upon all, 
through him, in whom all men ſinned, Rom. v. 12. Was | 
it not to remedy this very thing, that the word was made | 


made alive? Unleſs then many had been made ſinners 
by the diſobedience of one, by the obedience of one 
many would not have been made righteous, ver. 18, So 
there would have been no room for that amazing diſplay 
ofthe Son of God's love to mankind. There would have 
been no occaſion for his being obedient unto death, even 
the death of the croſs. It could not then have been ſaid, 


to the altoniſhment of all the hoſts of heaven, God fo | 


loved the world, yea, the ungodly world, which had no 


thought or deſire of reiurning to him, that he gave his 


Son out of his boſom, his only begotten Son, to the end 
nat whoſoever believeth on him, fhould not periſſi but have 
everlaſling life, Neither could we then have ſaid, God 
was in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf or that he 
made him to be fin, (that is, a ſin-offering) for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of God 
through him, There would have been no ſuch occaſion 
for ſuch an Advocate with the Father, as Jeſus Chrijft the 


7:ghteous ; neither for his appearing at the right-hand of 
God, to make interceſſion for us. TE 2. What 


fleſh ? that as in Adam all died, ſo in Chriſt all might be | 
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2. What is the neceſſary conſequence of this? It is 
this, there could then have been no ſuch thing as faith 
in God thus loving the world, giving his only Son for us 
men and for our ſalvation. There could have been no 
ſuch thing as faith in the Son of God, as loving us and 
giving himfelf for us. There could have been no faith in 
the Spirit of God, as renswing the image of God in 
our hearts, as raiſing us from the death of lin, unto the 
life of righteouſneſs. Indeed the whole privilege of 
Juſtification by faith could have had no exiſtence; 
there could have been no redemption in the blood of 
Chriſt: neither could Chriſt have been made of God 
unto us, either wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, or 
redemption. 7 
3. And the ſame grand blank which was in our faith, 
mult likewiſe have been in our love. We might have 
loved the Author of our being, the Father of angels 
and men, as our Creator and Preſerver : we might have. 
ſaid, O Lord, our Governor, how excellent is thy name in 
all the earth. But we could not have loved him under 
the neareſt and deareſt relation, as delivering up his Son 


for us all. We might have loved the Son of God, as 


being the brightneſs of his Father's glory, the expreſs image 


of his perſon : (although this ground feems to belong 5 


rather to the inhabitants of heaven than earth.) But we _ 
could not have loved him, as bearing our fins in his own 
body: onthe tree, and © by that one oblation of himſelf 
once offgred, making a full oblation, ſacrifice and ſatis- 
faction for the tins. of the whole world.” We could 
not have been made conformable to his death, nor have 
known the power: of his reſurrection. We could not have: 
loved the Holy Ghoſt, as revealing to us the Father 
and the Son, as opening the eyes of our underſtanding, . 
bringing us out of darkneſs into his marvellous light, 
renewing the image of God in our foul, and ſealing us 
unto. the day of redemption. So that in truth, what is 
now.2n the fight of God, even the Father, not of fallible 
men, pure religion and undefiled, would then have had 
no being: inaſmuch as it wholly. depends on thofe 
grand principles, By grace ye are ſaved through faith 
and Feſus Chriſt is of God made unto us wiſdom and Tug he 


teoufneſs, and janfification and redemption, 


4. We ſee then what un{peakable advantage we de- 
rive from the fall of our firit parent, with regard to 
| | AF faith: 
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1 
faith: faith in God the Father, who ſpared not his own 
Son, his only Son, but wounded him for our tranſgreſſions, 


and brutfed him for our iniquities and in God the Son, 


who pourcd out his ſoul for us tranſgreſſors, and waſhed 
us in his own blood, We ſee what advantage we de- 
rive therefrom, with regard to the love of God, both of 
God the Father and God the Son, The chief ground of 
this love, as Fong as we remain in the body, is plainly 


declared by the Apollle, Ve love him, becauſe he firſt loved 


ws. But the greateſt inſtance of his love had never been 


given, if Adam had not fallen, | 
5. And as our faith both in God the Father and the 
Son, receives an unſpeakable incereaſfe, if not its very 
being from this grand event, as does allo our love both 
of the Father and the Son; ſo does the love of our 
neighbour allo, our benevolence to all. mankind : which 


cannot but increaſe in the fame proportion with our 


faith and love of God. For who does not apprehend 
the force of that inference drawn by the loving Apoltle, 
Haloved, 1f God fo loved us, we ought alſo to love one another, 


If God fo loved us—obſerve, the ſtreſs of the argument 


lies on this very point: fo loved us] as to deliver up his 


only Son, to die a curſed death for our ſalvation. Be- 


loved, what manner of love is this, wherewith God hath 
loved us? So as to give his only Son / In glory equal | 
with the Father; in majeſty co-eternal ! What manner 
of love is this, wherewith the only begotten Son of 
Cod hath loved us! as to empty kimfelf, as far as pol- 


ble, of his eternal Godhead! as to diveſt himfelf ef 


that glory, which he had with the Father before the 
world began! as to take upon him the form of a fervant, 
being found in faſhion as a man ! And then to humble 
k;mlelf {till farther, being obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs ! If God ſo loved us, how ought we to 


love one another? But this motive to brotherly love 


had been totally wanting, if Adam had not fallen. Con- 
equently we could not then have loved one another 
in ſo. high a degree, as we may now. Nor could there 
bave been that. height and depth in the command of 


our bleſſed Lord, As I heve loved you, ſo love one another, 


6. Such gainers may we be by Adam's fall, with re- 
gard both to the love of God and of our neighbours 
But there is another grand point, which though little 
adverted to, deſerves our deepeſt conſideration. BY 
A 5 | d | that 
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that one act of our fisſt parent, not only fin entered anto 
the world, but pain alſo, and was alike intailed on his 


whole poſterity. And herein appeared, not only the 
juſtice, but the unſpeakable goodnels of God ! For how 


much good does he continually bring out of this evil! 


How much holineſs and happineſs out of pain! 


7. How innumerable are the benefits which God con- 


veys to the children of men through the channel of 


ſufferings ? So that it might well be ſaid, What are 
| termed afflictions in the language of men, are in the 
language of God {tiled bleſſings.“ Indeed had there 
been no ſuffering in the world, a conſiderable part of 


religion, yea, and in ſome reſpects, the moſt excellent 


part, could have had no place therein: ſince the very 


exiſtence of it depends on, our ſuffering ; ſo that had 
there been no pain, it could have had no being. Upon 
this foundation, even our ſuffering, it is evident all our 


paſſi ve graces are built: yea, the nobleſt of all chriſtian 


graces, love enduring all things. Here is the ground for 
reſignation of God enabling us to fay from the heart, 


in every trying hour, It is the Lord : let him do what 
ſeemeth him good. hall we reteive good at the hand of the 


Lord, and fhall we not receive evil? And what a glorious 
ſpeRacle is thts? Did it not conſtrain even a heathen 
to cry out, Ecce ſpeftaculum Deo dignum ! See a fight 
worthy of God. A good man ftruggling with adverſity 
and ſuperior to it.” Here is the ground for confideaca 
in God, both with regard to what we feel, and with 
regard to what we ſhould fear, were it not that our 
ſoul is calmly ſtayed on him. What room could there 
be for truſt in God, if there was no ſuch thing as pain 
or danger? Who might not ſay then, The cup which my 
Father hath given me, hall I not drink it? It is by ſuft- 


ferings that our faith is tried, and therefore made more 


acceptable to God. It is in the day of trouble that we 
have occaſion to ſay, Though he flay me, yet will I truſt 


in lim, And this is well-pleaſing to God, that we 


forrow, ſickneſs, pain or death. 5 

8. Again. Had there been neither natural nor moral 
evil in the world, what muſt have become of patience, 
meekneſs, gentleneſs, long-fuftering ? It is manifeſt 


ſhould own him in the face of danger; in defiance of 


they could have had no being; leeing all theſe have 
evil for their object. If therefore evil had never en- 
| | | tered | 
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tered into the world, neither could theſe have had any 


place in it. For who could have returned good for evil, 
had there been no evil-doer in the univerſe? How had 
it been poſhble, on that ſuppolition, to overcome evil 


with good? Will you ſay, But all theſe graces might 
have been divinely infuſed into the hearts of men.“ 


Undoubtedly they might : but if they had, there would 


have been no ule or exerciſe for them, Whereas in 
the preſent ſtate of things, we can never long want 
occaſion to exerciſe them. And the more they are ex- 


erciſed, the more all our graces are ſtrengthened and 
increaſed. And in the ſame. proportion as our reſig— 
nation, our confidence in God, our patience and for- 
titude, our meekneſs, gentleneſs, and long-ſuſfering, 


together with our faith and love of God and man in- 
-__ creaſe, muſt our happineſs increafe, even in the preſent 


9. Yet again. As God's permiſſion of Adam's fall 


gave all his poſterity a thouſand opportunities of ſuf- 


fering, and thereby of exerciſing all thoſe paſſive graces, 
which increaſe both their holineſs and happineſs: ſo it 
gives them opportunities of dozng good in numberleſs 
mſtances, of exerciſing themſelves in various good 


works, which otherwiſe could have had no being. And. 


what-exertions of benevolence, of compaſſion, of god- 


like mercy, had then been totally prevented! Who 


could then have ſaid to the lover of men, 


4 Thy mind throughout my life be ſnewn, 
While liſt'ning to the wretches' cry, 
The widow's or the orphan's groan, 
On mercy's wings I ſwiftly fly, 
- Fhe poor and needy to relieve; 
Myſelf, my all for them to give?“ 
It is the juſt obſervation of a benevolent man, 
6 All worldly joys. go leſs, . 
Than that one joy of doing kindneſſes.“ 


Surely in keeping this commandment, if no other, there | 


2s great reward. As we have time, let us do good unto all 
men ; good of every kind, and in every degree, Ac- 
cordingly the more good. we do (other circumſtances 
being equal,) the happier we ſhall be. The more We 


deal our bread to the hungry, and cover the naked 


with 


1 
with garments, the more we relieve the ſtranger, and 
viſit them that are fick or in priſon; the more kind of- 


# fices we do to thoſe that groan under the various evils 


of human life: the more comfort we receive even in 


the preſent world; greater the recompenſe we have in 


our own boſom. 


10. To ſum up what has been ſaid under this head. 


As the more holy we are upon earth, the more happy 


ve mult be, (ſeeing there is an inſeparable connexion 


between holineſs and happineſs;) as the more good we 


= do to others, the more of preſent reward redounds into. 
our own boſom: even as our ſufferings for God lead 
us to rejoice in him, with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 
Therefore the fall of Adam, firit, by giving us an op- 
portunity of being far more holy; ſecondly, by giving 
us the occaſions of doing innumerable good works, 


which otherwiſe could not have been done; and third-. 
ly, by putting it into our power to ſuffer for God, 
whereby the ſpirit of glory and of God reſts upon us 
may be of ſuch advantage to the children of men, even 
in the preſent life, as they will not thoroughly com- 
prehend, till they attain life everlaſting. 

11. It is then we ſhall be enabled fully to compre. 
hend, not only the advantages, which accrue at the 
preſent time to the ſons of men, by the fall of their firſt 
parent, but the infinitely greater advantages, which 
they may reap from it in eternity. In order to form 
ſome conception of this, we may remember the obſer- 
vation of the apoſtle, As one ſtar differeth from another 


fear in glory, fo alſo is the reſurreftion'of the dead, The 


moſt glorioꝝs itars will undoubtedly be thoſe, who are 
the moſt holy; who bear moſt of that image of God 
wherein they were created, The next in glory to theſe 


will be thoſe who have been moſt abundant in good 
works: and next to them, thoſe that have ſuffered? 


moſt, according to the will of God. But what ad- 
vantages in every one of theſe reſpects, will the chil- 
dren of God receive in heaven, by God's permitting the 
introduction of pain upon earth, in conſequence of fin? 
By occaſion of this, they attained many holy tempers, 


which otherwiſe could have had. no being: reſignation 


to God, confidence in him in times of trouble and 
danger, patience, mecknels, gentlenels, long-ſuffering, 
and the whole train of paſſive virtues, And on ec- 
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1 
fuperior happineſs. Again, Every one will then re- 
cezve his own reward, according to his own labour. 
individual will be rewarded according to his work, But 
the fall gave riſe to innumerable good works, which 
could otherwiſe never have exiſted, ſuch as miniſtring 
to the neceſſities of faints, yea, relieving the diſtreſt 
in every kind. And hereby innumerable ſtars will be 
added to their eternal crown. Yet again. 
be an abundant reward in heaven, for ſuffering, as well 
as for doing the will of God : theſe tight afflictions which 
are but for a moment, work out for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory. Therefore that event, which 
occalioned the entrance of ſuffering into the world, has 
thereby occalioned, to all the children of God, an in- 
creaſe of glory to all eternity. For although the ſuf- 


| ferings themſelves will be at an end; although 


The pain of life ſhall then be o'er, 
Ihe anguiſh and diſtracting care; 

The ſighing grief ſhall weep no more; 

And fin ſhall never enter there: 


Yet the joys occaſioned thereby ſhall never end, but 
flow at God's right-hand for evermore, 

12. There is one advantage more that we reap from 
Adam's fall, which is not unworthy our attention. Un- 
leſs in Adam all had died, being in the loins of their 
firſt parent, every deſcendant of Adam, every child of 
man, muſt have perfonally anſwered for himſelf to God: 


* 


it ſeems to be a neceſſary conſequence of this, that if . 


he had once fallen, once violated any command of God, 
there would have been no pollibility of his riſing again; 
there Was no help, but he muſt have periſhed without 
remedy. For that covenant knew not to ſhew mercy : 
the word was, The 2 fenneth, it Mall die. Now 
who would not rather be on the footing he is now ! 
Under a covenant of mercy? Who would wiſh to 
hazard a whole eternity upon one ſtake? Is it not in- 
finitely more deſirable, to be in a ſtate wherein, thougn 
encompalt with infirmities, yet we do. not run ſuch a 
deſperate riſk, but if we fall we may riſe again? Where- 
in we may lay, | 


« My 


Every 


There will 


5 117 So 
«+ My treſpaſs is grown up to heaven 1. . 
But, far above the ſkies, 
In Chriſt abundantly forgiv'n, 
I ſee thy mercies riſe!“ : 


13. In Chriſt! Let me intreat every ſerious perſon, 
once more to fix his attention here, All that has been 


ſaid, all that can be ſaid on theſe ſubjects, centres in 


this point. The fall of Adam produced the death of 
Chriſt! Hear, O heavens, and give car, O earth! Lea, 
Let earth and heaven agree, | 
Angels and men be join'd, 
To celebrate with me 
The Saviour of mankind ; 


To' adore the all-atoning Lamb, 
And bleſs the ſound of Jeſu's name! 


If God had preventcd the fall of man, The word had 
never been anade fleſh nor had we ever ſeen his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father. Ihoſe 
myſteries never had been diſplayed, whick the very 


angels defire to look into. Methinks this conſidera- 


tion ſwallows up all the reſt, and ſhould never be 
out of our thoughts. Unleſs by one man, judgment had 
come upon all men to condemnation, neither angels nor 
men could ever have known the unſearchable riches of 

Chriſt, 1 | 
5,4 See then, upon the whole, how little reaſon we 

have to repine at the fall of our firſt parent, ſince here- 
from we may derive fuck unſpeakable advantages, both 


Win time and eternity, See how ſmall pretence there is 


ſor queſtioning the mercy of God in permitting that 


Jevent to take place! Since therein, mercy, by infinite 


degrees, rejoices over judgment ! Where then is the 


man that preſumes to blame God, for not preventing 


Adam's fin ? Should we not rather bleſs him from the 
ground of the heart, for therein laying the grand ſcheme 


of man's redemption, and making way for that mm" 


manifeſtation of his wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice and ercy?P 
indeed God hath decreed before the foundation of the 
'orld, that millions of men ſhould dwell in everlaſting 
burnings, becauſe Adam finned, hundreds or thouſands 


f years before they had a being; I know not who could 


thank him for this, unleſs the devil and his angels : 
Iceing, on this ſuppoſition, all thoſe millions of un- 
1 1 happy 


-4 


| 2 endued with underſtanding and liberty. Man 
a 


pain into the world. This God permitted, in order tg 
greater happineſs, than they could poſſibly have at- 


| t-dge of God ! Although a thouſand particulars of his 
 -Judgments, and of his ways, are unſearchable to us, and 


| Fore the foundation of the world, he created the parent 


free gift, may be infinitely holier and happier to ll 


- | . 

happy ſpirits, would be plunged into hell by Adam's 
fin, without any poſſible advantage from it. But, bleſ. 
ſed be God, this is not the caſe. Such a dedree never 
exiſted. On the contrary, every one born of a weman, 


may be an unſpeakable gainer thereby: and none eva 


was or can be a loſer, but by his own choice. : 
* 15. We flee here a full anſwer to that plauſible ac. 
count of the origin of evil,” publiſhed to the world 
ſome years ſince, and ſuppoſed to be unanſwerable; 
& that it neceſſarily e from the nature of matter, 
which God was not able to alter.“ It is very kind in 
this ſweet tongued orator to make an excuſe for God! 
But there is really no occaſion for it: God hath an- 
ſwered for himfelf, He made man in his own image, a 


uſing that liberty, produced evil; brought fin and 


a fuller manifeſtatiom of his wiſdom, juſtice and mercy, 
by beſtowing or all who would receive it, an infinitely 
tained, if Adam had not fallen, e 
16. O the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom ant knows 


paſt our finding out, yet may we diſcern the general 
{cheme, running through time into eternity. According 
to the counſel of his own will, the plan he had laid be- 


of all mankind in his own image. And' he permitted 
all men to be made finners, by the drſobedience of this ont 
man, that by the bedience of one, all who receive tht 


eternity ! 
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